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1. Central Quotation

“[…] the oppressive treatment of a population over an extended period of time will create discriminatory attitudes, the effects of which will continue to assert themselves in the actual population long after laws have been changed.” (Hancock, pp. 1)

2. Argument

In his speech against racism Ian Hancock warns that racism, if not checked, has the potential to destroy Europe in a 21st century chaos. In this context he especially addresses the racism in Eastern Europe directed at the Romani population. To understand the roots of racism Hancock draws a parallel between the situation of this group and the situation of African-Americans in the United States. Both groups experienced enslavement and repressive policies and the members of both groups were dehumanized as people which led to continuing racist attitudes among the majority population. Consequences of the racism are for example hopelessness and destruction of patriotism within the victimized group. In Hancock’s opinion the way to avert the imminent danger and to combat racism is through the close monitoring and penalizing of those countries which fail to take active steps to eradicate it.

3. Question

In his comparison of African-Americans in the United States and Roma in Eastern Europe Hancock ignores an important difference: The United States experienced a strong wave of civil right movements with charismatic and powerful leaders who spoke for the majority of the African-Americans. The Romani population is fragmented and has, as he says himself, “little defensive power” (Hancock, pp. 2). In consideration of these differences I wonder if the same development in Europe, with riots and large conflicts, is really probable.

4. Experiential Connection

When I visited Berlin the last time I also was in a suburb mostly inhabited by Turks, the largest minority in Germany whose members are often the victims of discrimination. In this suburb many consequences of racism described by Hancock were observable: Many young people hang around on the street without hope to find a job (the suburb is “famous” for high criminality and drug delicts) and obviously the Turks there had no sense of patriotism concerning Germany – it were Turkish flags not Germans which hung out of the windows. The danger of an “emergence of two separate nations within one land” (Hancock, pp.3) is a problem which is widely discussed in German media.

5. Textual Connection

Hancock says the way to combat racism is through the close monitoring and penalizing of countries which fail to take active steps to eradicate it. In the European context the EU has the strongest measures to accomplish this. However, Vermeersch disagrees that the external pressure is enough to change the situation in a country and stresses that furthermore self-interest of other EU countries must exist. “[…] there is not a very strong connection between European pressure and policy change on minorities in Central Europe except when it concerns issues that are important issues for the individual candidate state or when these are security priorities for individual EU member countries.” (Vermeersch, pp. 24)

6. Implications

Hancock points out that discriminatory attitudes in the population continue even if discrimination in law is abolished. That shows clearly that new rules and laws don’t affect the core of the problem. Only if prejudices are abolished Roma have equal chances in the educational system and the labour market. Hancock claims the only way to combat racism is through the monitoring and penalizing of countries which fail to take active steps to eradicate it. The steps countries have to take must therefore focus on the attitudes of the population, not only on the provision of equal opportunities.
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