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1. Central Quotation

“To become aware of existing denial and to acknowledge the presence of racism may become the beginning of a transformation, at a personal as well as political and cultural level.” (Petrova, pp.220)

2. Argument

Petrova asserts that racist attitudes were present throughout history and that also today all societies are racist in some degree. Her main argument is that the existence of racism, which finds its manifestation in attitudes, ideologies, social practice, institutions and more, is widely denied across cultures. She claims that the larger part of today’s “racists” oppose being described as this. To illustrate this Petrova lists several rhetorical forms of racist denial, taking the example of the Roma. Finally she argues for the acknowledgement of the presence of racism, because this might lead to reduction of racist attitudes and to anti-racist action.

3. Question
The only question that came into my mind while reading the text was, how to make the presence of racism plain to people. This question concerns especially cases, in which people deny in good faith or in cases of “partly knowing”. How to make these people clear that they have racist attitudes? “Racism” is socially unaccepted and therefore a resistance against the label “racist” is probably.

4. Experiential Connection

Petrova’s argument confirms my own experiences in so many ways that it is difficult to find a starting point. I had many arguments with people whom I considered to have racist’s attitudes and everybody became furious when I used this label. I heard many of rhetorical forms of racist denial and especially the denial by disclaimer, “very good friends of mine are foreigners”.

5. Textual Connection

Under this point I wanted to go another way this time: To check Petrova’s argument that the larger part of today’s “racists” oppose this label I searched the internet pages of the three biggest clearly racist parties of Germany, the “NPD”, the “DVU” and “Die Republikaner” for any appearances of the word “racist” or “racism” – without any success. Therefore the word “solidarity” was used very frequent. By this Petrovas argument is confirmed very strongly.

6. Implications

Petrova’s comments make clear that the effects of prohibitions of racist indignities and acts can’t abolish racism. Most people don’t consider themselves as racist and don’t feel affected by these laws. Here the racism is more subtle and the task of politicians, media and other people would first of all be, to cater for the confession that racism is widespread among the society.
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