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1. Central Quotation

“In effect, the argument is whether there exists a distinctive and exclusive core, or essence, and whether this is to be found in their cultural or spiritual identity (or both), and the extent to which this is shared and recognised by all members. The alternative, which abandons the idea of an essence or core and instead focuses on difference, if followed to its logical conclusion could raise doubts as to the whole notion of Gypsy ethnicity.”
 

2. Argument

First of all David Mayall gives an overview over perspectives concerning the origins of the gypsies as well as cultural features and draws out their significance for the ethnic construct. He argues that there is no proof for the common Indian background and furthermore a host of varying views around issues of diaspora, language, culture and persecution exist. Although there is the perspective that Gypsy culture is in constant evolution there is a controversy whether it is possible to speak of one ethnic identity for gypsies. Mayall comes to the conclusion, that this is a problem, which shouldn’t be avoided.

3. Question

Mayall presents the primordialists view, which depends on the idea of a fundamental core or essences, which is natural, unchanged and unchanging. Which are the elements of this core? As Mayall showed the Gypsy groups all over the world differ so much in language, culture and traditions that I wonder, if the primodialists just see the unproven Indian background a the fundamental core.

4. Experiential Connection

The text brings the description the Gypsy population as a complex and rich “mosaic of ethnic fragments” up. In Germany there aren’t many Gypsies but even within this “German group” it is possible to observe a plenty of differences concerning the appearance and the way of life that the picture of a mosaic suggests itself. Anyway, it is also important to mention that an evaluation is really difficult from the outside.

5. Textual Connections

Mayall emphasises in his text the complexity of the Roma and their difference even within a given community. In contrast, Kenrick und Collin try to give a description of Roma “ in general”. Their use of generalizing expressions like “in Romany society as a whole, however, work is considered not to be and end itself but a means of earning money”
 seem to contradict picture of a mosaic.

6. Implications

Whether it is possible to speak of one Gypsy identity or not is a question, which isn’t fully answered by the text. However, it is obvious that there a many differences among the group all over the world. That makes clear that any programs for improving the situation of the minority must take these differences into account. Only by this help can be successful.
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