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1. Central Quotation

“The conclusion here should be that there is not a very strong connection between European pressure and policy change on minorities in Central Europe except when it concerns issues that are important issues for the individual candidate state or when these are security priorities for individual EU member countries.”

2. Argument

In his essay Peter Vermeersch argues that due to the vagueness of the Copenhagen criteria the EU’s conditionality policy has led only to some limited forms of policy transfer concerning the minority rights policies in Central Europe. Furthermore the changes which took place had more to do with the domestic interests of the individual countries and with the domestic interests of individual EU member states than with moral intentions. As the best example serves Hungary: The strong endorsement of minority rights served as a moral justification for its stance towards the Magyar minorities in neighbour countries .

3. Question

Regarding Poland the author states that the country hasn’t introduce a single legislation to guide the way in which national minorities should be protected. However, the Copenhagen criteria, vague as they may be, include respect for minorities. How does the EU deal with the inactivity of Poland?

4. Experiential Connection

The author claims that the EU’s conditionality policy was a negligible factor for the changes of the minority rights policies. I support this argument because in negotiations concerning the enlargement economic topics were always more important and nowadays even negotiations with Turkey are possible – a country in which real minority protections seems far away. 

5. Textual Connection

Eva Sobotka deals in her essay also with minority rights policies, espeacially the Roma policy, in the CEE states and addresses another interesting factor in order to explain policy shifts. “The power of human rights discourse has proved especially important in the process of norm change. […] There is no doubt that human rights advocates played a major role in this development.”

6. Implications

Problems concerning the realization of the Copenhagen criteria are their vagueness as well as the EU’s lack of internal commitment to minority rights. If the EU developed clear guidelines for member candidates AND members the organization would have the power to really improve the situation for minorities.
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