AQCI_III_We are Romani people – how to interact with Romanies                    12th May 2006

1. Central Quotation: “Learning not just to tolerate each other but to respect each other as well is our only real option”

2. Argument: In this article the author lists many does and don’ts, which are important for a Gadje to know, if he deals with Romani-affairs. Very often the missing knowledge causes the intolerance. Therefore it is necessary to know how to behave towards a Roma and to approach him respectively. Hancock also deals with prejudices and stereotypes that appear on the Romani side towards a non-Roma. There is not just ignorance and intolerance on the side of the majority population but also among the Roma-community occur hatred towards the majority. (But regarding the policy nowadays and the history it is understandable.)
3. Question: Regarding the central quotation, it would be interesting whether there were already attempts like organising same camps for Romani and Non-Romani children and youngsters (compare # 4). The author approaches this topic more in an academic way, but for me the practical one is missing
4. Experiential Connection: The main problem is probably that most people are brought up by their parents with these prejudices and stereotypes. It is necessary to overcome these and develop a more differentiated point of view and mainly to get to know each other, because one can not generalize. I would like to quote an example, it is from another country and another background but it is also based on racism and ignorance: A friend of mine from Jerusalem organises peace camps for Israeli and Palestinian teenagers. He told me that it is very difficult at the beginning that these two nationalities even start talking to each other because they have experienced so many bad things. And after same time they form real friendships and when they have to say goodbye (these camps take place in Cyprus), they have tears in their eyes. Within a few weeks they experienced that the others are also human beings with the same desires and needs.
Hopefully this understanding will also grow among the Czech and Roma youth.

5. Textual Connection: “I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”

These words from the famous speech of Martin Luther King, held in August 1963 in front of thousands of people, talk about the same wish, which many Roma have in the Czech Republic.

6. Implications: I am convinced that these examples how to approach the Roma-minority are very helpful, because they show how the Roma feel if someone – even if she/ he has a good aim – can offend them although she/he does not want it. The main problem is the ignorance among the people and I would like to finish this AQCI with the words of an Irish Traveller woman: “They [students] could tell you the history of North American Indians but here were the Irish Travellers in their own country and they could tell you nothing about them, their history or their traditions.
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