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1. Central Quotation
„The status of Roma as an „underclass“ was by no means the product of the Communist Regime and hence should not be expected to alter as an automatic spin-off from its demise”

2. Argument
Powell emphasises in his article this statement with arguments like the life expectancy of Roma, born in 1980, is much lower then of the majority population. Furthermore they do not have the same educational chances as Czechs. During communism the discrimination was state-organised which is no replaced by citizen discrimination.
Although he argued that communists are responsible for the bad situation of nowadays Roma-communities, Powell also mentioned that the situation after the revolution and the dissolve of Czechoslovakia became worse. The main reason is citizen racism, which is now present because of the newly-won freedom as a resolute of gaining democracy. Groups of skinheads sprang / spring up like mushrooms and threaten Czech citizens of Roma-origin.
3. Question
According to the central quotation (#1 above) there occurs also one not unimportant question, which was not really answered satisfyingly. While reading the text the question “Why did the Communist Regime make out of the Roma-community an “underclass”?  And why is the author convinced that this happened just because of communism? 
4. Experiential connection
I spent already some time with the situation of the Irish Travellers, who also had / still have to suffer discrimination.  Their existence is also treated as a “sub-culture of poverty”, although there was no communism in Ireland. I agree on a certain level with the author that communism is responsible for the situation nowadays, but mainly it is the fault of the post-communist governments, that did not immediately see the occurring problem. If they would have tried to integrate the Roma – NOT to assimilate, but integrate – and forbidden the uprising of racially-motivated groups the situation nowadays would be much better. But after the revolution there was no need to improve anything and other problems and concerns seemed to be more important. 
5. Textual connection
A similar quote can be find in the booklet of Ctibor Nečas: ”Usnesení politického byra ÚV KSČ O práci mezi cikánským obyvatelstvem z 8. dubna 1958 odmítlo požadavky romské intelligence na oficiální přiznání statusu romské národnosti, kodifikaci romštiny a zakládání romských škol a tříd, což všechno by prý vedlo jen k posílení společenské marginalizace Romů a zpomalovalo jejich převýchovu.

6. Implications

Generally I would say that the Czech population has no understanding for the situation of the Roma, respectively that the Roma are the losers and victims of Communism. Most Czechs are convinced that the Roma are unable to adapt or simply do not want to adapt. According to the majority it is the Romas´ fault that they live on the edge of society. It is a pity that this ignorant point of view is still overwhelming, so we can just hope that the next generation is more open-minded and tolerant.  
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