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1. CENTRAL QUOTATION

(pp. 33) It is rare for researchers in the field, be they sociologists or anthropologists, to be able to clarify the situation, as up to now they have accommodation for many years, but who frequently move house -[…]. What is more, nomadism is but one parameter among many, and sedentary Gypsies are no less Gypsy than nomadic ones;…

2. ARGUMENT

The quoted abridgement above reflects Ligeous’ concern for the difficulty obtaining representative results on demographical data of Roma, Gypsies, or Travellers. The main difficulty regarding this matter is that many prefer not to declare themselves as Gypsies but instead rather want to be registered as for example Turks or Romanians as it is the case in Bulgaria (pp.32). Further it should not be disregarded that even when there are made differentiations between f. ex. sedentary and nomadic Gypsies, it is quasi impossible to draw a clear line in between those two terms because any sedentary Gypsy may still dispose on a nomadic mind-set which implies that he/she can be ready to journey on, any time (pp. 40).

3. QUESTION

Facing those methodological problems, the question of whether it is recommendable at all to draw sharp lines in between the different life styles of travellers is missing. To go further, the question whether those demographical data and a clear distinction from the majority group of society is conducive to integration can arise. 

4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION

Statistics that focus on a minority group, of course depending on the themes covered, may lead in some cases to underpinning of prejudices. This was f. ex. the case in Germany when a statistic on how much German citizens from Turkey are in involved into crimes, was published. Finally the statistics had to be removed from public panel because too many conservative and right wing organisations used the given results as legitimization for racism. As the numbers did not explain individual circumstances and status in society it was a walk-over for them to exploit the data for their own interests.

5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION

As it is written in the booklet of Vorurteile – Stereotype – Feindbilder by Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung (pp.36) the emphasis of distinctness can make the integration process more difficult. Thus most of the times negative aspects such as high crime rates, according to the ex. given above, are exaggerated and positive differences are either ignored or underrated. In the case statistics on crime rates or unemployment on minorities can reach people, who already base their opinions on prejudices, and thus will interpret their doubts and opinions as legitimized. Not knowing anything about further circumstances.

6. IMPLICATIONS

Besides the negative impacts statistics on minorities can have concerning integration, there is still a big necessity for doing empirical research on those groups. Because from an other aspect of integration those statistics are necessary in order to find out about the needs and circumstances of minority groups and emanating policies might help them to achieve a better integration and opportunities in society. The risk that statistics are exploited will always exists. As long as it is tried to keep the risk low, a bigger emphasis should be made towards the positive effects, which can allow  an amelioration of the status quo. 
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