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European Policy and Practice Towards the Roma

AQCI for: " Constructing the ethnic Gypsy. Themes and Approaches.”
1: Central Quotation: “As with the race concept, and its application to Gypsies, the idea that it might be possible to find a commonly agreed definition and usage of ethnicity, and of the ethnic Gypsy, should be quickly abandoned.” (Mayall, p. 220).

2: Argument: Mayall presents different approaches concerning the Gypsy ethnicity. He analyses different features of ethnic identity, for example shared origions, cultural separateness and persecution by others (p. 220). On the one hand the writer argues against the idea of a commonly agreed definition of Gypsie ethnicity because of too many differences regarding language, cultural heritage, origins and lineage (p. 239). On the other hand he punctuates: “The battle to achieve recognition that they form a legitimate ethnic group is of crucial importance as the linked issues of civil rights and ethnicity cannot be separated” (p. 243). 

3: Question: At page 236 Mayall compares the Gypsies with “other important ethnic groups, notably and most obviously Jews”. This leads to the question: Which ethnic groups are unimportant and why?   

4: Experiential Connection: I think that a commonly agreed definition and usage of ethnicity as a general problem in modern society. For example, there is a linkage to relegious confession. I know a lot of people which are christened and call themselves Catholics but do not go to church and describe themselves as agnostic. Are they clearly to define as Christians or aren´t they?
5: Textual Connection: “The present-day Roma of Central and Eastern Europe are extremely diverse and can be classified on the basis of certain key criteria such as their langugage, lifestyle, boundaries of endogamy, professional specialisation, duration of settlement in their respective countries, and so on.” (Marushiaikova, p. 36). This quotation is another example for the differences between different Gypsy groups. Marushiaikova also argues against the assumption to find a commonly agreed definition and usage of ethnicity and confirmes Mayall by this means.
6: Implications: This article shows exemplary the problems of finding a common definition of ethnicity. In my oppinion, it is a general problem to arrange about one common definition of a social group. Because of steady changes within society and claims of different interest groups, the dissents of usages of ethnicity are increasing. That is what Mayall shows and proves in detail for the Gypsies.
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