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European Policy and Practice Towards the Roma

AQCI for: “EU Enlargement and Minority Rights Policies in Central Europe: Explaining Policy Shifts in the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland”

1: Central Quotation: “The evidence in this article suggestes that policy shifts have often not correlated with the increasing importance attached to moral norms about minority rights on EU level. Rather they are connected to short-term interests of individual states.” (p.4). 
2: Argument: Vermeersch argues that in some points there has been a correlation between normative pressures on the European level and domestic policy change in Hungary, Czech Republic and Poland. But in his oppinion “there has been no real policy transfer from West to East”, because of three reasons (p.25). First of all there are no clear Western policy models because of too much diversity regarding to minority policy among the EU member states. Secondly, in the process of European integration, minority protection was not first placed by Central European states. Finally, Vermeersch does not see an evidence that EU has “diffused norms of minority protection in CEE” (p.25). His implicit argument is that the three canditate states in particular cared about the Roma minority not because of normative minority protection itself rather because of EU accedence.
3: Question: The writer speaks about the criteria of the EU considering Roma integration and the diversity among current EU member states. What are the most significant positions of the members and which positions are close to the positions of the three candidates?  
4: Experimental Connection: In my experience acting because of a bare regulation of something is not as succesful as acting because of conviction. That is why I think the implementation of the minority protection will be quite complicated. I see a parallel to a German law that prohibits parents to belt children. The problem is many parents are unconvinced of this law and flouting it.
5: Textual Connection: “Meanwhile, the expansion of Roma nationalism on a global scale and the effective lobbying of international and human rights organisations have given Roma self-confidence and validated their ambition for participation by Roma, in their own right, in political life. Indeed, such involvement has increased in recent years in many of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe.” (Marushiakova, p.50). Marushiakova is writing from a point of view that Vermeersch completely ignores: The influence and participation of Roma to policy as well as the devlelopment within Roma society. That is why Marushiakovas text is a very important contradiction to understand the main coherences of this problem.  
6: Implications: This article shows the problems of European integration and the implementation of requierments concerning society. It also shows the complexness of decisions to influence society. The writer argues that changes cannot completely be realized by external influences but also must come from inside of a country or society. 
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