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European Policy and Practice Towards the Roma

AQCI for: “Historical Ethnographic Background: Gypsies, Roma and Sinti.”

1: Central Quotation: “In order to understand the historical experience as well as the ethno-social structure, ethno-cultural features and problems of the Gypsies in present-day Central and Eastern European countries, we have to consider the following circumstances. Firstly, Gypsies form a specific ethnic community- an intergroup ethnic community- wich has no parallel among other European nations. (...). Secondly, the cultural and historical context of Gypsy life during past centuries and the contemporary social, economic and political situation in the different countries of the region are extremly important explanatory factors.” (p. 33).

2: Argument: In the text the authors argue that the “population of Gypsies varies considerably from country to country” (p.35) and their proportion of the population also differs. Furthermore, the writers show that the ethnic and cultural characteristics of the Roma are formed by the states they live(d) in. After proving this thesis by describing development of Roma in different European countries Marushiaikova a.o. prognosticate 3 developmental trends in modern Roma societies. Development within the community will change because like other communities Roma society is not static. So, new Roma groups will be created. Secondly, the authors think that because of the necessity of political participation the Roma need representatives and by this a “new type of Roma élite was created” (p.48). Finally, the writers argue Roma nationalism is a 20th century phenomenon where Roma begin to emphasize their own history, language and culture. But the success depends on the active participation of European Roma. 

3: Question: First the text describes the history of Gypsies in Europe, especially the repression and misstreatment of them and its influence to the development for Roma society. Why is the present treatment of Gypsies and its influence for the development of Roma society not a subject of discussion?


4: Experimental Connection: I think that understanding the historical experience of the ethno-social structure, ethno-cultural features, changes and problems of Roma or an other society is the best way to understand modern society and problems. This argumentation was also used by Michel Foucault, a historical philosopher that I appreciate a lot. 

5: Textual Connection: “Success in most European countries is viewed in terms of career achievements. In Romany society as a whole, however, work is considered not to be an end in itself but a means of earning money while staying economically independent”. (Kenrick, p.26). This quotation is an example for dualistically problems of Roma in modern society that Marushiakova a. o. describe.  On the one hand there are attempts of Roma to emancipate themselves and take part in society, on the other hand their culture, ethno-social structure, ethno-cultural features are completely different but very important to preserve.

6: Implications: In my oppinion, the Roma society of course stand for itself but also in some points for a general treatment of minority groups in Europe. Parallels are that the ethnic and cultural characteristics of the Roma and other minorities are formed by the states they live in, the fact of repression in the history and the attempts of emancipation and political participation in modern society. 
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