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‘The emergence of European Roma policy’

Martin Kovats

CENTRAL QUOTATION

There is a “trend for European institution’s conception of Roma as a policy issue to downplay the broader social, economic and political contexts”.

ARGUMENT

The author argues that European institutions often utilise information about Roma from sources which are terribly oversimplified such as The 1995 Report for the Council of Europe by Geraldine Verspaget, which basically summarised the problem as being cultural. Kovats also suggests it is a bit careless to regard the Roma as a homogenous transnational group, when in fact the Roma differ substantially from each other between countries and regions. It seems Kovats favours a more state-by-state approach.

QUESTION

I don’t feel I know enough about the subject yet to be able to raise a question on the topic of what the author has written.

EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION

Since the Roma are so heterogeneous it seems like common sense to have policies and approaches differ between countries. It is likely that Bosnians will know more and have more experience with Bosnian Roma and Slovaks with Slovak Roma then some central body in Brusselles. What a central body would be better at however is collecting funds.

TEXTUAL CONNECTION

I can’t think of any but then my personal database is very very small.

IMPLICATIONS

The European institutions concerned, need to bear in mind problems concerning Roma are not simple, and it is worth studying them in depth otherwise they are in danger of wasting a lot of money if it is not used wisely.


