European Policy and Practice towards the Roma

AQCI “The Roma in domestic and international politics: an emerging voice?”

Peter Vermeersch. Reader 4.7

1: Central Quotation: “Arguably, it is one of the central functions of any democratic parliament to represent the entire electorate of a country, without excluding certain demographic groups.
”

2: Argument: Vermeersch argues that gaining access to politics has been far from easy for the Roma. Today, their political strength in many countries still falls short of what their total population size would suggest and warrant. Due to lack of participation the “Roma again run the danger of being cast in a too familiar role - that of a target group, a group alien to the national culture, or a "problem" group.
” Vermeersch argues that since the Roma have historically been left out of public office, there needs to be educated in organizing political movements, and moreover that they become involved in domestic politics. He feels that the Roma should be considered an essential part of the electoral system and that by lowering the parliamentary threshold or establishing reserved seats for the Roma. Ultimately, Vermeersch feels that increased Romani participation can only be achieved if mainstream political discourse produces more nuanced, differentiated and positive perceptions of Roma.

3: Question: Would the presence of Romani candidates truly motivate the Roma to participate in the election process? Can domestic Romani political mobilization really be a substitute for international and human rights championing of the Romani issue?
4: Experiential Connection: Personally, I feel that if I do not think that my vote is worth casting then I generally will not vote. I have found that voting for the Green party in Ireland has always been wishful dreaming. However, the thought that they may enter into a coalition government and influence the policies of the Irish government kept me voting. The chance (however limited) that my vote could count compelled me to vote. With increasing voter apathy, people need to know that their vote counts. If the parliamentary threshold was lowered in the three countries as Vermeersch recommends then perhaps the Romani will be motivated to vote and become more active in politics.
 5: Textual Connection: “The expansion of Roma nationalism on a global scale and the effective lobbying of international and human rights organisations have given Roma self-confidence and validated their ambition for participation by Roma, in their own right, in political life.
” Marushiakova feels that recently in many of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe the Roma taking to politics directly because of international influence. He feels that Roma in policymaking positions leads to the development within Roma society of a political vision. However, Vermeersch downplays this involvement since most of the Roma involved in policy making are not representatives of the electorate but experts.
6: Implications: 

Vermeersch is right that there needs to be more Romani politically educated. Vermeersch mentions the dissatisfaction with the limited success of older Romani leaders. Indeed, if Romani voters do not believe that their vote is worth something then how will political leaders be able to motivate any kind of mass movement on the part of the Roma. There needs to be a fresh injection of young and dynamic Romani people in order to stimulate domestic politics which have become stale compared with the developments on the international stage. 
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