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European Policy and Practice towards Roma
AQCI “EU Enlargement and Minority Rights Policies in Central Europe: Explaining Policy Shifts in the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland” Peter Vermeersch. Reader 4.2

1: Central Quotation: “Minority rights protection in ‘the West’ has never been at the centre of international attention, and there has never been any strong pressure from European institutions on Western states to adopt new policies. As a result of this differential treatment, the OSCE and the Council of Europe have made the fulfilment of standards of minority protection susceptible to interpretation and discussion.
”

2: Argument: Vermeersch focuses on the effectiveness of European policies towards ethnic minorities (especially the Roma) on the domestic policies of Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic. His analysis is spread over the period before accession where countries needed to meet certain criteria towards minority rights. And the further exporting of a more Roma centred minority rights policy from 2000 and through the accession of these countries into the EU. Vermeersch criticises the lack of binding policies toward the new accession countries and their ethnic minorities. Furthermore, he criticises the pursuit of minority rights not purely for the moral and ethical sake. The trend for the three countries was to do as little as possible in order to gain acceptance into the EU. Vermeersch cites the Czech Republic’s ‘concept’ of policy towards the Roma in which the government called the situation of the Roma “one of the obstacles [hindering] entry into the EU
” Indeed, Vermeersch feels that the effect of European pressure on policy changes in general must be considered uneven.

3: Question: One wonders to what extent the three countries that Vermeersch refers to in the text would have carried out their limited reforms? And now in the EU how persuasive the EU’s policy toward the Roma will be taken beyond a token basic level.

4: Experiential Connection: I feel that despite all the legislation that is pushed on Hungary, Czech Republic and Poland the effect will be very limited if it has not got the full backing of the domestic government. However, I feel that eventually it will impact on these countries in the long-term. In Ireland, when the smoking ban came into Ireland it seemed as if Brussels was impinging on peoples’ rights. However, Ireland was the first to make the change and make the law their own. Thus after the first year many people came to laud such a policy. Any policy that appears as if it came straight from Brussels will be seen as authoritative. What these countries need to do is make the leap themselves.

5: Textual Connection: Ivan Veslely feels that “in a decade's time, if European institutions don't pay attention to solving Roma problems, there will be an unintegrated [sic] minority 10 million-strong, outside elementary European behaviour and values.
” The EU cannot maintain such borderline hypocritical and uneven policies towards the Roma. With high fertility rates and raising tensions towards the Roma in former Soviet countries, the issue of the Roma is set to explode onto the European stage if nothing is done. 

6: Implications: The EU needs to take a proactive role in developing hard and soft law measures in relation to the Roma. It is not a wise policy to wait for the disintegration of the situation of the Roma to act. However, the onus should be on domestic politics to implement positive Roma initiatives such as the NAPs
 and the decade of Roma inclusion.

� Vermeersch, P., EU Enlargement and Minority Rights Policies in Central Europe: Explaining Policy Shifts in the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland p.7


� Ibid., p.22


� Ivan Vesely, Dženo Association, Roma NGO, Czech Republic (Wynter 2003) in European Integration and Roma: Postnational Pluralism or Lingering Liminality? p.1


� National Action Plans





