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European Policy and Practice towards Roma
AQCI: Human Rights and ROMA Policy Formation in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland – Eva Sobotka. Reader 4.1

1. Central Quotation: “Human Rights are linked to a great extent to progress of human kind.”

2. Argument: Sobotka analyses the development in Roma policy since the collapse of communism in Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland. Sobotka highlights the changes in policy toward the Roma in light of the broader developments in the European Union. During communism it was hoped that the Roma would be assimilated. After 1989 they were treated as a security problem and in the end of the 90s the policy towards Roma became Human Rights centred. The EU enlargement placed an emphasis on candidate countries to promote Human Rights, specifically towards the Roma. Although this led to increasing focus of the Roma issues, the real reason for such “humanitarian” pressure was more out of fear than anything else.

3. Question: The question that came to mind was whether or not Human Rights are really a viable and progressive agenda. Especially, in light many authors expanding on Fukuyama’s End of History rationale with the end of human rights. Human rights have veered away from its original revolutionary and dissident purposes, as their end becomes assured in ever more declarations, treaties and diplomatic lunches. Since the collapse of communism . . . Human Rights as an ideology has triumphed in the conflict of ideologies. But such a triumph is at best hollow. Therefore, can Human Rights as advocated in the EU by the ECHR keep up with the fracturing problems of the Roma in Central and Eastern Europe?

4. Experiential Connection: I feel that the whole issue of human rights politics versus human rights policy is highly relevant to today’s situation. It seems that many states human rights politics is hypocritical. Britain is currently defending its Terrorism Act of 2000. The Act specifically empowers the police to search individuals without grounds. This is contrary to the ECHR. Indeed after the Birmingham pub bombing, police targeting of Irish people not only led to a number of miscarriages of justice but also fuelled understandable and entirely predictable resentment in the Irish community. My brother who went to London shortly after felt as though he was being treated differently. Avoiding discrimination is about treating people as individuals and avoiding stereotypical assumptions based on supposed characteristics of the group. However, the human rights that the EU espoused to potential accession countries due to security concerns have constricted it.
5. Textual Connection: The said progress of human rights is not at all inevitable, but is instead based upon differing notions of justice in the social and political realm. Derrida deliberating on human rights stated that “No degree of progress allows one to ignore that never before in absolute figures, have so many men, women, and children been subjugated, starved or exterminated on earth.”
 Thus the progress that Sobotka refers to may well be impossible in the long run.
6. Implication: Geoffrey Robertson, writing on the issue of ethnic conflict and human rights abuses has argued: “The reason why international law has made so little contribution to the reduction of ethnic strife is because of its positivist composition: it constructs its rules as a synthesis of what states in fact do, rather than by reference to what they should do according to the principle of fairness and justice.”
 What is needed is more prescriptive European Social Policies. Perhaps in light of Sobotka’s heavy emphasis on Human Rights politics, change has to come from below as well as from above. 
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