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European policy and practice towards Roma

AQCI-The emergence of European Roma policy
1. Central Quotation: “Lack of clarity over precisely what role European institutions should and could play in respect of Roma policy means that current recommendations serve only to re-state existing ideas rather than addressing the political and financial obstacles to the development and implementation of effective policies within individual countries, where knowledge of local conditions is best.” (Kovats, P. 102)

2. Argument: In this text Kovats focuses on the problem of the right tackling of the Roma issue in Europe. Several approaches were done by the European Institutions like the Council of Europe or the OSCE to find the right policy to cope with the problems of the Roma. However their inquiries failed to address to the roots of the problems. According to them the main problem is discrimination, whereas Kovats stresses, that discrimination might be one point, but surely not the only one. The reports of the European Institutions did not consider the subjacent problems like unemployment, welfare, housing, health etc. One of the main problems in Kovats eyes is the too general view of Roma in Europe. They might be a people with one ethnic background, but nevertheless they are very heterogeneous. That is why Kovats demands a Roma policy both on a European level and on a national level with mutual support. Therefore he asks for the reallocation of resources to the national levels to make it more attractive for states to engage in the Roma issue.

3. Question: Kovats asks in his text for a European Roma policy, but he also states that the group of Roma in Europe are very heterogeneous. So my question would be, whether it would not be better to define the Roma at first and how this is possible to do, as most of the existing data seems to be quite unreliable.

4. Experiential Connection: I had a lot of difficulties to find a connection, but I will try. I share a flat with four people and sometimes we have a huge problem with the cleanliness in our flat. Nobody feels responsible the same way, as we are too lazy or have other things to do. So our flat regularly ends up in a big mess. Then one or two of us start cleaning, but only superficially, as we do not want to do all the cleaning alone. So in the end our flat never gets really clean, although it would not be a lot of work, if we were all responsible at the same time and did sometimes a thoroughly cleaning. It is a lack of responsibility.
5. Textual connection: “The broader Gypsy community is divided into a widespread archipelago of separate groupings, split in various ways into metagroups, groups and subgroups each with their own ethnic and cultural features. Sometimes these groupings are even opposed to each other and their problems are frequently completely different in nature and therefore cannot be generalized” (Marushiakova and Popov, P.33) This Quote underlines the by Kovacz mentioned diversity of the Roma, due to which it is so difficult to find a Roma policy for whole Europe.
6. Implication: Kovacz says in his article, that change can only occur, when international and national elites cooperate. As long as this won’t happen a real improvement of the Roma issue remains hard to achieve. He also stresses, that the right allocation of (financial) resources plays an important role. People do not only want to pay, they need to see their own benefit.
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