AQCI 4


Examining the structure of Roma policy drafting, it is noteworthy that it is administered entirely by an advisory body to the (Czech) government, with a limited mandate. While the council is chaired by a member of government, this symbolic measure has little bearing on the fact that systemic, long-term integration of Roma will probably be carried out with the objective of improving their socio-economic situation.


Sobotka, Eva (2004). Human Rights and Policy Formation towards Roma in the Czech republic, Slovakia and Poland. Tel Aviv: Stephen Roth Institute; Reader, pg 100/17, 2§ beginning

Argument:

The author states the low effectiveness of forming of a state policy due to low authority of the responsible advisory body. She doubts the positive outcome of acts of this body.

Question


Is there need of a powerful government body, which would not only draft but also enforce the Roma issue policies through legislature and executive system of the country? And is there a real possibility and need of systemic long-term integration of Roma?

Experiential Connection:


As is stated in motto of this part of Reader (pg 92/1), the universal human rights begin in small places close to home. Indeed a well-established solution of problems connected with Roma is to be found in the grass roots. Local, maybe regional government. Any decision of central government may be representative and loft, but in the end not answering properly the immediate concrete needs of individuals and individual groups.

Textual Connection:


On pg 133/291, 2§ (Guy, Will (2001). “The Czech lands and Slovakia: another false dawn?” In Guy, ed. Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hartfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, 285-332) is stated, after a long description of government forced policies in 1960ies, that the forced plans were frustrated (Within three years these unrealistic plans were frustrated, mainly by refusal of Czech local authorities…).

Implications:


The lament over low interest of the national government in the solving of Roma issues is easy. But we cannot forget, that it is the local authorities that have to cope with the problem. It is the local authorities, which ought to accept the simple fact, that it is in their highest interest to effectively solve arising problems. Any forced policy coming form upper floors of politics will be rejected at the local level and further solution of the problems delayed. The central government would be most effective if it would set up such general conditions for development of civic and free society, that the society problems will be solved by the society self.




