AQCI 2

The long-term challenges presented by the Roma issue and the ongoing process of European integration mean that deepening engagement of European institutions is inevitable and of increasing importance. A new area of “European” policy and politics has been created. To ensure that European Roma policy is effective and successful it is necessary to establish the most appropriate structure for its development, which gives the greatest chances of maximising understanding of the issues involved and of adopting the best policy tools.
Kovats Martin (2001). “The Emergence of European Roma Policy”. In Guy, ed. Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hartfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, 93-116;

Reader, pg 28/108, 2§, beginning

Argument:

The author points out the importance of European supranational structures for creation of a Roma policy. He believes that only the institutions of continental scale are able to solve a continental issue – to adopt the best policy tools.

Question:

What are the proofs for saying that supranational and international institutions are better in solving all problems? Is the creation of a “European” Roma policy the only way to prove its effectiveness? Is not it easier to observe the effectiveness of current programmes in national states?

Experiential Connection:

It is true that a common sense says that the Roma people are may be the only true “Europeans” for not having their own national state while living throughout the area of Europe and therefore there is a need for common European policy for dealing with issues occurring from position of Gypsies. However, one may say that with putting down the national borders erected in Modern age and forced abolishment of most of social programmes of European states the problems spreading from current situation may diminish “by themselves”. One should be extremely careful in creating a common policy, which might not correspond to reality (especially as (as is pointed in previous AQCI) there is serious difficulty in determining the objects of such a policy). Furthermore it should be added that most of the difficult issues occurs at local level and should be solved there. Otherwise the alienation between majority population and Gypsies will be heightened due to feeling of “forced up-down approach”.

Textual Connection:

Only “Europe” has the authority and the resources to provide the framework for addressing the multifarious policy problems affecting Roma/Gypsy people across the continent.

Kovats Martin (2001). “The Emergence of European Roma Policy”. In Guy, ed. Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hartfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, 93-116; Reader pg 29/110, 3§

6. Implications

It is true that the European (EU or CoE, OSCE) institution do posses a special position which enables them to create policies overviewing the whole framework of European continent, however the issue is too delicate to be solved only with help of European institutions. Part of the problems may solve itself through abandonment of national states regulations and social systems, other part, the most vital one, will be solved on local level. The Europe may give only general advisory tools and general directives, not tailored policies.




