AQCI 5


A Czech Rom stated the dilemma facing his people in stark terms: “The question before us is this: Do we follow the path of Martin Luther King – or Malcolm X?”


Guy, Will (2001). “The Czech lands and Slovakia: another false dawn?” In Guy, ed. Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hartfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, 285-332; Reader, pg 142/306, 3§ ending

Argument


The author implies the fact, that the Czech Roma have not yet been able to produce an unifying figure with respect from majority population, a person able to lead an open and constructive discussion, or, in worse case, a person creating unified defensive position of oppressed Roma toward the unfriendly majority population.

Question:


Is there even a real possibility of finding a unifier of majority of Czech Roma? Are they not too dispersed and with too few common to join for?

Experiential Connection:


The free Czech republic and Czechoslovakia experienced various senior Roma in political positions or in head of Roma organisations. The sad fact is, that they all were too different in almost everything. Political ideology, personal and professional background, ways of behaviour. The most common thing was their perception by the majority population as Gypsies.

Textual Connection:


The fact that Roma society is entirely fragmented within and is unified mainly by outside perception is stated especially in sources quoted in AQCI 1. Differences in attitudes to self-ascription have already been noted in connection with preferred ethnic identification in censuses and on other less formal occasions. This sense of identity within a particular group or subgroup is evidently influenced by the long-established, if changing patterns of internal subdivision among Gypsies. (Reader, pg 5/41, 2§, beginning). One of the problems for those involved in trying to conceptualise the Roma is the lack of any single tangible thing that is common to all within the diaspora. (Reader. pg 22/97, 2§). However, although there is a de facto acceptance by most contemporary Gypsiologists that Gypsies do, unquestionably, form an ethnic group, the precise meaning of this ethnicity and the boundaries and criteria for inclusion and expulsion can and do vary considerably… (Reader, pg 54/219, 2§).

Implications


It is sad, but it is highly improbable that a unifying figure among Czech Roma will suddenly appear. The Roma in bohemia, Moravia and Silesia all too much fragmented. There is more hope in expecting strong leaders of local Roma groups. On these should be focused the attention of majority society.




