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An often neglected question is, Which Roma are leaving Eastern Europe? The politicians and Gypsy activists I interviewed agree that the majority of Roma migrants are relatively well-to-do, middle class Gypsies who can afford the substantial costs of travel to Western Europe and North America.


Barany, Zoltan (2002). The East European Gypsies. Regime Change, Marginality and Ethnopolitics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter; Reader, pg 74/247, 3§

Argument:


The author implies that the latest wave of massive migration from Eastern Europe at the end of 1990ies was composed mainly by elite of Roma population thus lowering the status of remaining Gypsy population and postponing mutual solution of difficulties among minorities and majority population. 

Question:

Can we be sure that the contemporary exodus is influencing only the elite of Roma societies in Eastern European countries? And if, are the implications for remaining population really so damaging?

Experiential Connection:


There are weak points in author argumentation. For example the costs of travel, especially to Western Europe, are not substantial, not only if we are buying a one-way ticket, but also if we are members of “middle class.” It is true that there is a necessity of at least certain amount of long-term planning when deciding to migrate (if the migrants are already long-time sedentary Roma), but this task is not limited for elite of society.


What is more important – the highly negative reactions of majority populations in receiving countries do suggest that the “quality”, if we may use such word, of new incomers is not of higher ranking. The primitive reaction of mass-media and radical parts of society in Western Europe does not differ from reactions in Eastern Europe. Elite of Roma society would expect that.

Textual Connection:


The author himself contradicts his argument on pgs 75-77/249-253 when describing the “welcome” of fresh Roma immigrants in diverse countries as United Kingdom, France, Germany and Switzerland.

Implications:


The argument of brain-draining the Eastern European Roma population by attracting its elite is similar to brain-drain argument in connection with Third World countries and immigrants from there to Western World. I dare to concur this argument. Although the immigrants do generally acquire a higher standard of living, their position towards majority population is very marginal. The elites of one society do not choose more materialistic but less representative life.




