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Sobotka article, 4.1





1.	ôTwo approaches to Romani affairs were used in international politics during the 1990s: human rights policy and human rights politics. ÅHuman rights policyå is an approach best defined as a lens through which we examine a given social, political, cultural or other issue and provide a rights-based policy using, explicitly or implicitly, human rights law as a reference...ÅHuman rights policyå is the opposite of Åhuman rights politicså. In the latter, we analyze issues from a specific perspective ¾ from that of the role they play in the world. Human rights politics is located outside the human rights paradigm or discourse and may be conducted by states as well as by non-state actors (Sobotka 4.1, p3).ö





2. 	In this article, Sobokta argues for ôhuman rights policyö over ôhuman rights politicsö in relation to European Roma. Through an examination of European policies towards Roma post-1989, Sobotka argues that a strategy of  ôhuman rights policyö is more effective at achieving lasting change than ôhuman rights politics.ö





3. 	Given the pragmatic, political nature of ôhuman rights politicsö in comparison to ôhuman rights policy,ö  in which instances are a ôhuman rights politicsö approach more actionable, and more effective than a ôhuman rights policyö approach?





4. 	Sobotkaås argument confirms my own experiences and common sense, as I belie that to affect long-term change, a strategy depended on an essential theory of rightså equality is more effective than a theory based on basic (and inconstant) politics between international actors. 





5. 	In their article ôMigrating Towards Minority Status: Shifting European Policy Towards Roma,ö Rachel Guglielmo and Timothy William Waters write that, ô...since the early 1990s there has been an evolution in European institutionså policy towards Roma, from an open concern with the potentially destabilizing effects of westward migration to an increasing rhetorical emphasis on discrimination and positive minority rights (p 764).ö


	This quote from the Guglielmo and Waters article supports Sobotka, reiterating the idea that European policy towards Roma originated in the 1990s in politics and shifted during the decade to the perspective of human rights. While Guglielmo and Waters do not explicitly argue for ôhuman rights policyö over ôhuman rights politicsö here, they do show they primarily political concern of European nations (ôpotentially destabilizing effects of westward migrationö, and subsequent shift to a ôhuman rights approachö in their ôemphasis on discrimination and positive minority rights.ö These examples help to support and clarify the basis of Sobotkaås argument. 





6.	 The implication of this quotation from Guglielmo and Waters is that a strategy based on ôpositive minority rightsö is an effective way in which the position of Roma in Europe can be improved.  It is also implied that any strategy of mitigating interactions between groups in Europe should have its basis in the concept of  ôpositive rightsö  rather than any concept based in comparative political agency. 





 





 





 





 





 





 











