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“European Policy and Practice towards the Roma”:
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Introduction
Considering education, Roma in the Czech Republic are definitely disadvantaged compared to other social groups in terms of education. The reasons why Roma have lower and lesser certifications are not easy to name. The field visit in Graficka School in Prague 5 was an excellent opportunity to ask the headteacher for explanations. This school is praised for its work with Roma students and its integration work.
My special interests were: What is the particular about this school? Which role does the language play in the integration and education process? How do the social workers and teachers work with the children? What is their understanding of integration? What does it tell us about the specific cultural context of the Roma minority? 
Methodology

Especially the last question has been a subject of discussion in the seminar. The reading of relevant texts was the beginning of my methodical procedure. After I formulated my questions about the topic of education, we visited the school where we could view the building including classrooms, computer room, language learning room and community room. In the community room we had the possibility to interview the headteacher of the school, Mrs. Rosová, and a social worker which was very productive and interesting. I compared the information of the school visit with the information that we have gotten in the Romano Dives and as well with facts I have read before. I think in this way I am able to classify the school project into the Roma integration topic. “ERRC research in the Czech Republic in 1999 revealed that Romani children are twenty-seven times more likely to be found in schools for the mentally disabled than non-Roma. Pedagogues interviewed by the ERRC in the Czech Republic and Hungary agree that in most cases, placement of Romani children is made not on the basis of real mental disability, but rather because of racial discrimination.”

Data Presentation
When we entered the school building my first impression was that this is an unusual school. Everywhere I could see paintings and handicrafts of the children what I have never seen in Germany this way. The classrooms were quite new and the technical equiptment was on a high standard. For example, there was a language learning room and a computer room. The interview with the headteacher, Ms Rosová, was very interesting. She told us that nine years ago, when she started working in this school, only 45 % of the pupils were Roma. Now, 85 % of the 200 pupils are Roma. The school is a local school and is financed by the local government, fundraising and grants. Ms Rosová explained the school has four special programs, for an optimal education. First, they have an “etoped”. This is an educationist who is specialized on children with deliquent behavior. Second, the teachers care especially about drug prevention and (third skill) sexual education. Legal awareness is the last of the 4 special programs in this school. To the legal awareness belong different topics, for example street law or child prostitution. 
In the Graficka School are not only 12 teachers engaged but also 3 assisting teachers, 1 psychologist, 1 special pedagog, 1 social pedagog and 1 “etoped” who all are working in the counselling center. These educationists are also concerned with the special role of Roma in society. For example, the school is interested to make the children proud of their roots and their culture. That is why the school has special events like Roma dance or a project where the children have to find out what happened to their ancestors during World War II.  
The teachers have two goals: On the one hand there is an interest to prevent the children from forgetting their culture and to make them proud of it. On the other hand, it is the goal to integrate them into Czech society. So named Ms Rosová the main principle in school: ”What we will not teach them in school, they will not learn”. This means, for example, the sexual education. This is a taboo within the families of the children hence the school has to teach to the children.
The question on language problems the headteacher answered without hesitating and said that the children have some little problems with the word order, but at large they speak the Czech language pretty well. After inquiring of the childrens vocabulary she became a little unsure and said that they of course do not know very much Czech words because in their families they speak Romani language. Furthermore there is a mixture of some students who speak Czech at home, other who speak Romani and third group who has an ethnolect, where they speak Czech with Romani word order. 

Interpretation

In my opinion, this is a challenge to the integration process. Of course, language abilities are important for the standard of their school work but I am not sure if all teachers are aware of this. Another problem which I see is the language of the parents. The headteacher said the school is working very close with the parents and they come to cultural events or the counselling center at the school. But she also said that only the three assisting teachers are able to speak Romani. It can be possible that some of the parents do not come to the school or the counselling center because they do not speak Czech. This is a big handicap for the cooperation of parents and teachers, because there is no communication. The underdogs of this issue are the children of these parents.
Finally, Ms Rosová told us about the borders of the help which the school can offer to the families. For example, in some families are 15 people living on 15 square meters. 
Reflections
Altogether, the field visit was very exciting. I did not expect such a well-equipped school that does not ignore the special situation of the Roma. Actually, I did not expect that there would be a social worker or something like a community center. In my experience, this factor is generally ignored by schools in Germany where minorities have no special care in school for 40 years.  

Conclusion

To recapitulate the field visit proved my assumption that education is a very important factor for integration within a society. The pedagogues were conscious of that fact and seemed to be very interested into participation of the parents. 
One negative factor I observed at the school is the the neglect of the language. 
It was very interesting to speak with the headteacher and have a look into the classrooms. The only thing I missed was the fact that we could not talk with the children because of too little time. Therefore the visit of “Romano Dives” and the talk with Mrs. Regina Demeterova was an excellent complement to the field visit to the school.
This experience of the fieldwork process taught me a lot about schoolwork with minorities and the Roma culture itself. I can recommend the field visit method to all students.   
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