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     The trip was a very good idea and it helped us to understand the Roma issue much better. It is always nice to exceed “classroom knowledge” and to elaborate the learned theory in practice. During our lessons I would appreciate someone who lives and has his/her own experience gained by everyday lifestyle as well somebody who is a “native” Roma. However, this trip was a good chance for us to find out about the ‘real life’ by our own experiences. 

     At the beginning, I have to admit, I was a bit unsure about the trip. We are not told what are we going to do there, what part of town we will visit and if we even get a chance to meet somebody relevant for our research. I did not find arguments such as “we will find a Romani pub and invite them for drink in order to get closer to them” too convincing regarding the fact that we were a group of foreign people who need some translation and cannot be pretending “to be one of them” as the anthropologists love to do.   

     Nevertheless, it was a nice surprise when Martin and Zlata (in occupation Romani school assistants) were waiting for us at the railway station in Ústí and were very helpful in managing our program. On the way to Předlice school, where was school director (Saturday afternoon at work – thank you!) waiting for us, we had a great opportunity to discuss problems and recent situation of school assistants in Romani school. It was interesting that both of them love their work and even if trying hard they very unsatisfied mainly with the attitude of parents who are, according to them, very hard to deal with. At the same time, it was nice to find out that both assistants have a chance for further education in high school. 
     Discussion with the director was absorbing. It was obvious that he has done his work with pleasure and personal concern and thus outcomes of the school are accurate. However, at the same time he refused to discuss problems and tried to present the school in the best light. The most important message what I have received was the low number of students that continue in studying. 

     The reasons why pupils from elementary school do not want to study any further are that they claim racism and intolerance in other schools. It was said that the problem of Romani children is not to be accepted into the higher school but to remain there. Mainly, they leave the school within the first month. Another reason was stressed that it is the “practical nature” of Romani people. It was emphasized that they need to have results of their work right away and education as a long term process is not an expedient investment for them. Parents’ involvement in non-cooperation in their children teaching was argued once again by the director and assistants at the same time.
     After discussion with the director the school’s environment was showed us. All students were pleased with nice school atmosphere such as pictures on the wall. Even though pupils were not present in the school we could simply tell that the building was taking a good care of. Workshops and regular classes were arranged so that pupils could enjoy the teaching and learning. 
     When leaving the school we were invited to Zlata’s apartment where her family welcomed us. It was an interesting discussion about her lifestyle and everyday problems that she and her family have to face. She began with words “life is not easy” and after explaining us the financial situation and attitudes that people have towards her we all understand the full meaning of the sentence. It is hard to believe that people who do not work, have more children and are dependent only on social benefits are better of than Zlata’s family where both parents (Zlata and her husband) are working. 

     After leaving the flat and saying good bye to our ‘guides’ we took a buss and went to see the famous Matiční street. This street is located at the other part of town and it was interesting to find out that Roma from Předlice are not in contact with Roma from “Matiční part” of town. Zlata and Martin did not know how to reach the street. In Matiční we could see another flats of Romani people, nevertheless only from the outside. Romani children where yelling at us trying to find out what we are doing there and who are we looking for. After a little while spending in Matiční some students hurried up to catch the train back to Prague. I was in that group so Matiční meant end of the research for me. 

     The trip was a good experience and it made me to think about the Romani issue from different point of view. I have found out that the tolerance attempt has to come from both sides, in a meaning that unless the Roma minority will not be open towards the Czech habits and traditions, vice versa, there can never be reached an agreement between these two “groups”.
