Dear participants of Saturday field research,

I would like to add some important remarks related to readings for this session as well as our research.   
      We are going to realize hidden participant observation (unstructured interviewing or in-depth- interviewing): this means that we are going to communicate with Roma people but we are not going to tell them that the goal of our conversation is sociological research. You are supposed to carry on conversation and only later on you should take the notes related to it. The biggest problem of the sociological method called participant observation is the subjective nature of perception of the situation or conversation (one person cannot hear everything or remember all content of the conversation).  The advantage of our research is the fact that the conversation is going to be realized by more students or more researchers at the same time. Put it in another words, during our Wednesday meeting will compare the results or the notes of our individual hidden sociological conversation.                                                                                                                                       


During our common group research in Ústí nad Labem we will focus on the following issues:

1) Satisfaction of Roma people with their income or living standards or conditions (we should ask informal questions such as Do you earn enough money to cover your material needs?, etc.)     

2) Opinions related to political life (we should ask questions such as what do you think about our Prime minister and his reputation? Who is your favorite politician? or Do you like any political party and which? Are you satisfied with the political life at the local level or are you satisfied with the work of the local politicians?)  

3) Satisfaction with the social policies related to Roma people (we should ask questions such as Do you think that the Czech government made or makes enough efforts to take care of Roma people in the Czech Republic?)

4) Satisfaction with the professional life of Roma people, family life, integration in the local community, communitarian centers, etc. 

It is necessary that you make the notes as soon as possible after the realization of your participant observation, since you can forget very easily what you are going to hear or see.

                                                                          Good luck! Lucy 
