DEMEILLERS Timothée                                                                                            AQCI 3
Marushiakova, Elena and Vesselin, Popov (2001). “Historical and ethnographic background: Gypsies, Roma and Sinti.” In Guy ed. Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hatfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, 33-53.

1: “The present-day Roma of Central and Eastern Europe are extremely diverse and can be classify on the basis of certain key criteria such as their language, lifestyle, boundaries of endogamy, professional specialization, duration of settlement in their respective countries and so on. All these specific features strongly influence their self-consciousness and sense of identity and, taken together, provide a full picture of the current state of the wider Roma community.”

2: Gypsy or Roma is a denomination which tends to present Roma as a homogeneous group. However behind those general names are hidden historical, sociological, political and cultural differences which created a huge number of Roma groups sometimes more different between themselves than with the society in which they are living. Thus Elena Marushiakova and Popov Vesselin are stressing how states policy and historical backgrounds influence the today situation of Roma, their place in the society, their influence and therefore their political power.

3: Concerning the “black conclusion” draw by the two authors (who see “the attitude toward gypsies… extremely durable without any real hope of change in the foreseeable future” (Marushiakova, Vesselin: 47)), I would like to ask if recent improvement of CEE states in term of policies toward Roma will not lead, little by little, to an improvement of population state of mind?

4: Martin Kovats in its text “the emergence of European Roma policy” stresses how this diversity of Roma can be misunderstood even in some European institution which presents an obstacle to Roma policy issue: “This analysis reveals potentially serious problems in how European institution understand a subject area (Roma/Gypsy people and their circumstances) characterized by considerable diversity.”
 Diversity implies that Roma issue should differ when vary social integration, historical background…

5: During the fieldtrip in parallel of the class, I realized how Roma are different between them, how two different communities have sometimes strong conflicts. Furthermore in the school we were in, the head teacher explained that children were from several origins, mostly from Slovakia, but a lot from Hungary and Romania too. This permitted me to realize that Roma community is not as homogeneous as it seems which is what Marushiakova and Vesselin develop in this text.

6: This text insists on the rise of an internationalization of Roma movement. Roma nationalism through national boundaries is not really widespread yet, nevertheless it will be interesting to follow the evolution of this movement in the future.
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