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1: “Consequently, security concerns of states led to human rights politics becoming a part of their foreign policy which, de facto, took the form of calls and pressure to improve the human rights situation of Roma in CEE. It is at this point that the analysis of human rights policy toward Roma in CEE began.”

2: This text by Eva Sobotka deals with the Roma status after the fall of communism in 3 countries: Poland, Slovakia and Czech Republic. If the fall of communism allowed to Roma being more present in the public sphere, it also really permitted the explosion of anti-Roma behaviors among population and states. This discrimination wake attention of NGOs or states, which leaded some human rights politics, stressing the need of improvement for any entrance in the E.U. These politics leaded to a strongest Roma protection and rehabilitation in the 3 countries. However the situation that Sobotka describes is still worrying for Roma and has to be improving in several sectors.

3: Concerning the question, I would like to stress on the huge rise of anti-Roma prejudice following the communist fall. Was this Roma hate already present and hidden before? How and why Roma became targets of these attacks? 

Indeed in my opinion, the only explanation of confrontation to a multicultural world (Sobotka: 7) is not enough argued to explain this explosion of racist policies and behaviors.

4: After the field visit or even in a Roma concert in Žižkov, I could feel that wish of integration among Roma is mostly block by two feeling. First, the fear of “white people” due certainly to racist acts and discrimination. However block too by a pressure of the community, which seems to dictate this distance toward the “white community”. For instance, during this concert of the “gypsy night” dancing people were clearly divided between Roma and non Roma. Then some Roma girl came to dance with a “white” one, which triggered critics and laughs among other Roma. Therefore is integration also to be seen on the Roma side…

5: I would find interesting to compare this article dealing with human rights improvements in Central Europe with Kate Blewett´s and Brian Woods’s movie: “Gypsies, tramps and thieves?”
 Indeed behind development of human rights and especially Roma rights policies, racist acting of a huge majority of people keep on prevail in Czech Republic where the movie was shot. Remarks as “we are not racist but we do not like gypsies” or even more “we should eliminate them” claimed by one Czech eaten calmly an ice-cream, reflects the gap between state political improvement and population state of mind.

6: After reading this text we can wish that the CEE states, even if their adhesion to EU is now effective, will keep on improving their policies toward Roma. Hoping that these policies will help turn over the population state of mind. 
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