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1: Central Quotation:
In early October 1999 Belgium became ¨the latest in a series of western states to respond to the rising numbers of Romani refugees from central and Eastern Europe to a formality, which is, in practice unavailable. Roma, often perceived as unwelcome visitors, and rarely as refugees, have fallen victim to contemporary trends in the European Union (EU) to apply highly restrictive interpretations of the 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention in order to reduce the number of asylum seekers in the EU. In many instances, including the Belgian case, the sudden restriction of the right to international protection where domestic protection from harm is unavailable has been preceded by scandal-mongering press reports describing Roma as out to gyp the system by filing fraudulent asylum claims (Cahn, 71).

2: Argument:
This article examines the Belgians government’s decision to expel Romani asylum seekers from its soil. The author makes the arguments that the Belgian government has made asylum difficult to obtain on its soil for Slovak citizens due to internal political reasons.

3: Question:
The article mentioned that the expulsion of the Roma was a controversial issue, in which the ruling coalition’s ruling party was in against, while the Vlaams Block was the most in favor. How is it then that this came to pass if indeed no other party is willing to cooperate with the Vlaams Block?

4: Experimental Connection:
This article confirms my personal experiences with Belgian society and politics. It my experience that while the Vlaams Block seems to be wary of foreigners, Belgian society at large is not. Belgian society is however wary and suspicious of all those who arrive from fro Central and Eastern Europe, due to stereotypes surrounding Eastern European organized crime. Perhaps it is as the Belgian government seemed to be saying, “it is not that they are Roma, it is that they are Slovak.”  

5: Textual Connection:
Belgium’s approach with Slovak Roma most closely resembles the “National Pattern” set forth in Marushiakova and Popov:

During this period (Renaissance Period( attitudes towards the Gypsies are determined by the requirements of the Ethno-national state, which considers them self-evidently as an actual or more commonly, potential threat. (Marushiakova and Popov, 45)

6: Implications:
It seems that Roma from Central and Eastern Europe will continue to have problems being accepted in Western European countries, for as long as the Western countries can justify their wariness towards them. 
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