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European Policy and Practice Towards the Roma

1: Central Quotation:
Institutional Racism has been defined as those established laws, customs, and practices which systematically reflect and produce racial inequalities in society, if fascist consequences accrue, to institutional laws, customs or practices, the institution is racist, whether or not the individuals maintaining those practices have racial intentions
(Morris and Clements, 62)


2: Argument:
In this article, the authors focus on the legal reforms that affect gypsies and Roma in the UK that have been implemented in the last two decades, and mentions that the end result is one typical of European countries. The focus is on how legislation on caravan sites is used to target gypsies and travelers in the UK. Also, the article goes on to describe how one can obtain as well as lose and regain the legal status “Gypsy,” as it relates to the seeking of planning permission. A third part of the article speaks to the difficulties faced by the traveler children. 

3: Question:
This article has a section in which it describes recommendations for improving the situation of Gypsies and Travelers in terms of what can be done by the authorities to ease the tensions between the travelers, and society at large. With this in mind it would be interesting to know: what recommendations can be made of the education of the traveler children mention in the final section of the article?

4: Experimental Connection:
As a member of a minority group in the US, this article strikes a chord with me in the sense that it is as the definition for institutional racism given in the beginning of the article, to a great extent, social inequalities are produced and reinforced within social institutions. The two particular hotspots I have observed across the world where institutional racism is an issue are, the educational system, and the criminal code. 

5: Textual Connection: It is interesting to see the contrasts between the UK’s attempt to create a social space for Gypsies and Travelers, in light of the contrast to the three empire models mentioned in the Marushiakova and Popov:

1: Ottoman Empire: civil status of Gypsies preserved but lower than that of non-Gypsies. Policy aim: maintenance of the statue quo, but with the option of voluntary assimilation

2: Austro-Hungarian Empire: state control of lives of Gypsies, paternalistic role of state deciding Gypsies “best interests,” deliberate policy of “civilizing” “primitive” people. Policy aim: Enforced total assimilation. (Marushiakova and Popov, 44)

6: Implications: Despite the fact that the UK’s policies may be as good as it gets for Roma in Europe, there is still a high level of institutionalized racism.  Perhaps constant criticism thereof may someday lead to a more ideal situation across Europe for the Roma 
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