AQCI 4 : Romani Migrations: Strangers in Anybody’s Land? Ilona Klimova and Alison Pickup
Quotation: “This particular discussion has an important contribution to make to the wider debate over the international protection of refugees, because it challenges assumptions that “economic migrants” are clearly distinguishable from “genuine refugees.” It demonstrates that it is often a combination of economic and political factors that forces people to leave their homes.”

Argument: In this introduction Ilona Klimova and Alison Pickup underline the polarisation of academic views about causes of asylum seeking in western countries of the Romani population between scholars who see requests for asylum seeking as economically motivated and those who consider that they are based on an escape from racial discrimination. These views lead to different approaches towards strategies to adopt in reaction of the will of Roma to leave their country, this text also questions the definition of asylum seeking, particularly to what extent economic precariousness can be considered as a legitimate motive of requesting asylum.
Question: One question that could be developed further is, if as partisans of the idea of economic migration it would be more logic to consider Roma migrants as working migrants and not as asylum seekers, how will they manage to justify their importance in a competitive and non humanitarian western business world, I don’t think that the change in western labour market is a sufficient argument to counterbalance the fear these governments have concerning immigration of Roma on their territory.
Experiential connection: I have not experienced the problem of asylum seeking with Roma but I have worked in an NGO in Egypt for few months and after coming back to France tried to make an Egyptian friend coming to France for a trip, his application was refused twice. Apart from the fact that he came from an Arabic country, which is a matter of suspicion in today’s politics, the fear of western governments of justified, or unjustified illegal immigration is patent and they consider these people more as a weight than as an advantage. A similar behaviour is to be expected considering Roma immigration.
Textual connection: As Matras puts it, “the administrative and social burden has been placed initially on local authorities virtually everywhere in Europe”
. The poor results of this short term strategy make it necessary to have a broader debate to support practical trans national policies, the new academic debate concerning Roma migration will probably be helpful in this perspective.
Implications: The academic debate dealing with the reasons of Roma migrations is interesting for the future of movements within the larger European Union and as Ilona Klimova and Alison Pickup underline it, the debate does not apply specifically only to the issue of Roma migration. A reconsideration of the problem of migration for any population in danger for their life safety must be on the agenda of worldwide organizations.
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