AQCI 3: The politics of Romani Politics by Rudko Kawczynski
1. QUOTATION: “Governments today have less communication with, let alone influence over, grass-roots groups than ever. In their arrogance to gain control of the Roma problem through assimilation, tame representatives, repression, and violence, they are missing the chance to build a true partnership“

2. ARGUMENT: In this article, Rudko Kawczynski puts forward the inefficiency of most of Roma organization for the improvement of the situation of Roma. He considers that states, especially CEE ones, have had a project of assimilation of Roma and even today they still have no will of real integration for this minority. Kawczynski thinks that these governments use the caution of “a gypsy industry” made of experts (often gadjo) and submissive Roma traditional elite to legitimate the status quo. He blames this Roma representation for monopolizing the political discourse without doing something concrete for the Romani people but on the other hand underlines that some romani activists are acting and bring some hope for the future.
3. QUESTION:  As Kawczynski puts it,”integration is a process of the majority”, “integration programs ought to be aimed at changing the attitudes of the majority rather than at changing the behaviour of the minority”, who, if not gadje experts (even if I agree that their action for Roma could be more concrete), will enforce the process in the mainstream society; there is few probability that the change will come from illegitimated romani activists.
4. EXPERIENTIAL CONNECTION. I have been present in an open session of the municipal council of the city I was living in, Issoudun and dealing with the parking station for “gens du voyage” none of their representative was present. The example of the representation of Roma in France illustrates the idea of Kawczinsky of submissive Roma traditional elites. Even if the problem of Roma in France is radically different than the one in CEE countries, one thing is sure, Roma don’t take part in the political measures that concern themselves, which is a result of the will of the majority but also a consequence of the disorganization of elites.
5. TEXTUAL CONNECTION.  “I notice among the activists and the experts or governmental officers, some scepticism and confusion now as compared to the 1990s. You can interpret this in different ways. I interpret it as being a sign of maturation. Now we better realise that the scale and the complexity of the problem are immense. We have to change the mentality of the political class in many countries, and not only in countries that are new democracies”
. Nicolae Gheorghe offers a complementary view that the one of Kawczynski, he considers that the action of Roma organizations and the “gypsy industry” have not had the results expected but this is also because the task is huge and that changing mentalities in the majority is not so simple.
6. IMPLICATIONS: This very subversive text is interesting if we consider that a true Roma political representation is needed, undemocratic or shadow organizations has to disappear or change their functioning, CEE governments have to establish a real partnership with these organizations and stop manipulating them.
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