AQCI 1: The Denial of racism by Dimitrina Petrova
1. Quotation: “the more progress a society has made in denouncing racism as a social and political evil, the more vehemently its continued existence is denied. Ironically, the denial of racism is a product of the progress of the struggle against it”

2. Argument: Dimitrina Petrova considers that after World War II, racism, especially biologically based, has become morally unacceptable and transformed into new forms, more subtle and pernicious, including so-called “cultural racism”. She underlines that through these new forms; racism is denied and consequently socially and institutionally supported. To her, it is a necessity (but not a sufficient step) to acknowledge the existence of racism to fight against it and to establish an efficient policy against racial discriminations; the example of the poor policy to fight against racist practices against Roma in former soviet countries is a good illustration of the view of Petrova. 
3. Question. One question that can be interesting to raise is to what extent it is possible to eliminate racism from attitudes and institutions. If it seems obvious that laws can punish racist social practices what can be done for the rest? As she says, acknowledgement of racism is a necessary but not a sufficient step but what has to go further than the mere acknowledgement is another problem. Racism is not eliminated only through sanctions towards racial discrimination.
4. Experiential Connection. I live in France in a society where racism is very present and from a political viewpoint especially in “moderate” right hand parties and today’s government for instance, through their immigration policy and indifference towards minority problems in particular ; the subtleness of its form is very dangerous in my opinion as it encourage traditional forms of racist attitudes. I personally know people that vote for these parties and that are not aware of the disastrous impact on policy towards refugees and minorities they have by supporting unconsciously this institutional racism.
5. Textual Connection. “Racism is prejudice plus power, and no one can deny the existence of racism in all areas of administration. It is legitimized in society by its very institutional nature”
. As Hancock joins Petrova in the idea that racism is in every strata of the society and has to be recognized by the power to dismantle its institutionalized mastery.
6. Implications. In the case of racism against Roma, an acknowledgement of the state of its former racist behaviour towards Roma, in particular in the field of Special Schools for Romani children and sterilization of Romani women would be a step in the improvement of today’s Czech popular thinking toward the community.
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