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1. Quotation

“The desire to simplify the diversity of the Roma/Gypsy diaspora draws attention to the related tendency to simplify the circumstances of Roma people in relations to policy”. (Martin Kovats, p.24)

2. Argument
The present paper argues that even if the “Roma issue” is a new popular European issue, the way the European institutions are dealing with it isn’t the appropriate.

According to the author, the main problem is that the issue has mostly been defined in “cultural terms”, focussing rather on discrimination than on the real socio-economical problems- housing, unemployment, poverty, etc. This “de-contextualisation” from the whole transition process in Central and Eastern Europe has led to a very homogeneous and conservative perception of the Roma, reinforced by the report of the Council of Europe in 1995. Characterizing the entire group by some general ethnic features and neglecting the economical factors, Europe focuses on two areas- making global recommendations and promoting Roma representation, whereas it should engage in a real resource allocation’ policy, specific for each member or future member state.

3. Question
I’m wondering if national governments do not rely too much on the European initiatives. Aren’t they de-responsibilizing themselves? Wouldn’t it be more understandable for everyone if local governments firsts pointed out the problems and the solutions concerning them in the Roma issue, and than asked for the European founds (see bellow).
4. Experiential Connection 

Let’s take Bulgaria as an example. The government adopted the “Framework Program for Equal Integration of Roma in Bulgarian Society through 2004” containing on the one hand some good initiatives; on the other many incoherencies. HRP finally concluded that the Action Plan was adopted hastily, prior to the release of the EU Commission's Regular Report on Bulgaria's Progress Towards Accession for 2003, leaving practically no time for civil society - including Romani organisations - to review it and comment on it. http://lists.errc.org/rr_nr4_2003/snap5.shtml  
It is not only under European pressure that the situation has to improve; if there is no local consciousness about the real need to integrate Roma, this will only lead to inefficient and time wasting policies. 
5. Textual Connection

(…) Improvement of technical aspects has consequently taken place in policy change towards Roma and the administration of Romani issues at the level of state bureaucracy. Yet, social policy has not increased inclusiveness of societies Roma have felt to be excluded from. (Eva Sobotka- Roma, Public policy and ethnic mobilisation in national and transnational context, http://www.tolerance.cz/courses/monnet/summer%202005/Unit3Sobotka.doc ). 
We can add that Eva Sobotka- researcher at the Richardson institute for Peace Research- joins Martin Kovats’ position, arguing that for the moment the problem has been solved in technical rather than political terms, hiding the real essence of the Roma issue. 
6. Implications

To find a reliable solution to the Roma integration, both the European institutions and the local government have to collaborate and find particular solutions for each state, avoiding standardizing and focusing as well on anti-discrimination and socio-economical measures.
